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The Last Days of Joseph and Hyrum Smith: 

 

A Chronology 
 

But heroic like demi-gods they firmly trod the road to death and glory 

-Dan Jones 

 

 The sources for the final three weeks, from the publication of the Expositor to the murder of the 

Prophet Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum, are plentiful, perhaps more so than any other event in 

Church history.  To get a good sense of most of the important details for these three weeks one only need 

look at the History of the Church by Joseph Smith, volume six (430-630), which is a compilation of diary 

entries by Joseph Smith and his scribes, City Council minutes, letters, journals, newspaper articles from 

the Times and Seasons and Nauvoo Neighbor, and other sources; and volume seven (1-243), which 

contains the account by John Taylor, and excerpts from Governor Thomas Ford‟s History of Illinois, from 

the journals of Willard Richards and Wilford Woodruff, and many other and sundry notes, affidavits, 

letters, minutes, and journal entries.  These two volumes contain most of the primary material for these 

events.  All of these are found in the Church Archives.  When the primary source from which the 

History of the Church was taken is not accessible or unretrievable, I have given the citation from the 

History of the Church (HC).  Willard Richards, George A. Smith and Wilford Woodruff are the three 

Church historians primarily responsible for the compilation of all this material.  For information on how 

George A. Smith and Wilford Woodruff got together missing information on these few weeks see Dean 

C. Jessee‟s article “Return to Carthage: Writing the History of Joseph Smith‟s Martyrdom” (The Journal 

of Mormon History, 8 [1981], 3-19).  But the most complete analysis of the writing of this history, and in 

particular of these few weeks, the manner and purpose of the selections and their primary sources, can be 

found in Howard Searle‟s dissertation, “Early Mormon Historiography,” (UCLA, 1979), in chapter six 

(200-336).  He explains how Willard Richards took extracts from journals and newspaper entries and 

many other sources and would put them into a first person account, as if from Joseph Smith‟s pen (see p. 

236 for an example from Heber C. Kimball‟s journal).  He traces the composition of the History of the 

Church both before and then after Joseph Smith‟s death; he gives the long history of its authors, and their 

methods, ending with its final editor B.H. Roberts and its publication in the twentieth century. 

 The primary sources for these three weeks can be divided up into several different categories: 

journals, reminiscences or accounts remembered after the fact, legal documents, letters, newspaper 

articles, city council minutes, and published articles.  Joseph employed scribes to record his translations, 

revelations, sermons, dictations, letters, and almost anything else he wished to be written down.  Searle 

lays out all of the early accounts both pro and contra Mormonism, and has a list of the twenty four scribes 
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and ghost writers for Joseph from 1829-1844 (149-150).  Most of the history of the church was kept by 

these scribes, who would record events, keep minutes of conferences and meetings, and many other 

documents.  Searle lists all of the books kept by Joseph‟s scribes, which consisted in revelation books, 

diaries (six of them), patriarchal blessings, minutes, municipal and city council minutes, Church Relief 

Society and Priesthood council minutes, and even minutes for the Nauvoo Legion.
1
  Willard Richards 

was Joseph‟s personal secretary from 1841-1844 and he kept Joseph‟s private journal in the first person.  

Much of his journal consisted of very short notes which he intended to fill out later, but were left empty by 

his death.  George A. Smith, later historian of the Church, filled in these gaps.
2
  Of the personal journals 

which document these last three weeks of the Prophet‟s life the most important are those kept by Willard 

Richards, John Taylor, and Dan Jones.  For the information covering the last four days of Joseph‟s life, 

we get most of our information from those who were with him: the three mentioned above, and from 

Cyrus Wheelock, John Fullmer, Stephen Markham, and from some other less significant sources, such as 

letters from Dimick Huntington, Edwin Woolley, William W. Phelps, and John Smith.
3
  Dan Jones 

published his account first in Welsh in Wales, then later wrote an English version as a letter to Thomas 

Bullock in 1855.
4
  John Fullmer‟s account also appeared in print in England before ever seen at the 

Church Historian‟s office.
5
  Cyrus Wheelock‟s important twenty-page letter was sent to George A. 

Smith in 1854 (December 29).
6
 Stephen Markham reported his experience at Carthage jail in a letter to 

Wilford Woodruff on June 20, 1856.  Some of these accounts have been published in separate editions; 

others can be found scattered about in the compilation found in the sixth and seventh volumes of the 

History of the Church.  The other important documents mentioned above, such as the writs served upon 

Joseph Smith, the letters to and from Carthage and Governor Ford, the minutes and deliberations of the 

City Council and Joseph and his friends, can all be found in the History of the Church. 

 There are, of course, many other important primary and secondary sources.  Carthage 

Conspiracy, by Dallin H. Oaks and Marvin S. Hill (Chicago: Univ. of Illinois Press, 1975), and its 

bibliography and footnotes have many more documents that give the perspective of the mob, and citizens 

of Carthage and other communities, and of course all of the information and documents one could wish 

for on the trial of the murderers of Joseph and Hyrum.  William Law, by Lydon W. Cook, (Orem, Utah: 

Grandin Book Co., 1994), is an autobiographical essay by William Law of those tumultuous times 

preceding the assassination, with an interview and correspondence of the same.  John Hay, a citizen and 

witness to events in Carthage, wrote an article years later recounting another version of events: “The 

Mormon Prophet‟s Tragedy,” published in the Atlantic Monthly (Dec., 1869).  Dallin H. Oaks‟ article on 

“The Suppression of the Nauvoo Expositor,” published in the Utah Law Review, volume 9 (Salt Lake 

City, 1964-65), on pages 862-903, details the legality of the City Council‟s decision to declare the 

Expositor a “nuisance” and to destroy it.   Glen M. Leonard‟s Nauvoo: A Place of Peace, A People of 

Promise (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 2002), includes some much needed background and a good 

bibliography for these events.  The Nauvoo Legion: A History of the Mormon Militia by Richard E. 

Bennett, Susan Easton Black, and Donald Q. Cannon (Oklahoma: U. of Oklahoma Press, 2010), gives us 

much valuable matter from the perspective of the Legion and its members.    

                                                           
1
 Searle, 158-61. 

2
 Searle, 167-68. 

3
 See Dean C. Jessee‟s “Joseph Smith‟s Martyrdom,” Journal of Mormon History, 8 (1981), 11 (fn. 15). 

4
 Jessee, 9; also Dan Jones‟ “The Martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum Smith,” intro. Ronald D. Dennis, BYU Studies, 24 

(Winter,1984). 
5
 See Jessee, 6 (fn. 8).  It was published first in 1855 in Liverpool as a pamphlet, then later sent as a letter to George A. Smith 

in 1854. 
6
 Jessee, 7 (fn. 9). 
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 There were many causes for the murders of the Prophet and his brother, but causes must not be 

confused with pretexts.  Pretexts are often catalysts, and therefore can be considered final or ultimate 

causes in the sense of time.  This chronology has decided to take a short view of the final days of Joseph 

and Hyrum Smith, beginning with the catalyst or pretext for their murder, the publishing of the Expositor, 

happening three weeks before.  It does not pretend to causes.  It is only a short account, brief and 

hurried, minute by minute, of the most important things that led to the culmination of this tragedy.  I use 

the word tragedy on purpose, not pathetically, but rather as fulfilling the definition and end of that literary 

genre.  For tragedy it is, from the hamartia committed by Joseph Smith, when he decided to declare the 

Expositor a “nuisance”, to his presentiments, predictions, and positive foreknowledge of his approaching 

death, to the sudden reversal of events when he had crossed the Mississippi on his way to the Rocky 

Mountains, only to be accused of cowardice and to return knowing that it was death to come back, and 

then with Ford‟s coming to Nauvoo and addressing the city and rebuking and insulting the crowd at the 

very moment that the Prophet and Hyrum were murdered.  Irony, missteps, pride, ignorance, sorrow, 

pity, fear—all find their place in this tragedy.  It is for this intent that the chronology has been written, to 

get pity for Joseph and Hyrum into us and the fear that it could happen to us.    

 Not only do we find the character of Joseph most fully drawn here, but also the type of persecution 

he and his people constantly underwent, the farce and framing of the legal battles Joseph so often fought, 

the love of Joseph for his friends and for his people—all, and much more, can be found in these last three 

weeks.  It is the best place to understand Joseph, if that be possible, for as he said of himself a few months 

prior to his death: “You don‟t know me; you never knew my heart.  No man knows my history.”
7

  

 

 

 

1844 

Opposition to the Mormons is made up of three parties: religionists; politicians; thugs, 

highwaymen, counterfeiters, and cutthroats.  The religionists are willing to oppose 

Mormonism with force because they cannot “oppose it from the scriptures.”  The 

politicians fear that, whichever candidate the Mormons support, the other must lose.  The 

third party, consisting of organized criminals so numerous and powerful that the law has 

no control over them, desire to rid the county of the Mormons for the sake of plunder.
8
 

 

24 March Conspiracy against the prophet‟s life is uncovered and reported in City Council.
9
 

 

7 April  Joseph delivers the funeral sermon for King Follett.  “It is the first principle of the gospel 

to know for a certainty the character of God, and to know that we may converse with Him 

as one man converses with another, and that He was once a man like us: yea, that himself, 

the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ Himself did; and I will 

show it from the Bible.”  His final words: “You don‟t know me; you never knew my 

heart.  No man knows my history. . . I never did harm any man since I was born in the 

world. . . When I am called by the trump of the archangel and weighed in the balance, you 

will all know me then.  I add no more.  God bless you all.  Amen.”
10

 

                                                           
7
 From King Follett discourse, HC 6: 317. 

8
 John Taylor‟s account of the martyrdom is found in the seventh volume of Joseph Smith‟s History of the Church (HC), ed. 

B.H. Roberts (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1980), comprising pages 53-126 inclusive; 7:57-60. 
9
 Excerpts from the Journal of Wilford Woodruff, cited in HC 6:272-73. 

10
 HC 6:302-317; See also The Words of Joseph Smith: The Contemporary Accounts of the Nauvoo Discourses of the Prophet 
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May  Dissenters (about 300 strong) begin to meet and demand the repeal of the Nauvoo 

Charter.
11

   

 

7 June  (Friday)  Apostate members of the Foster, Higbee, and Law families set up the Nauvoo 

Expositor, in which they print libelous material about Joseph and other members of the 

Church.  They actively seek to foment and excite the passions of men to overthrow 

violently the institutions of the city and Church.  “Let us arise in the majesty of our 

strength and sweep the influence of tyrants and miscreants from the face of the land, as 

with the breath of heaven.  The eagle that is now proudly borne to earth‟s remotest 

regions by every gale, will perch himself in the solitude of mid-night if we do not arouse 

from our lethargy. . . . The publishers, therefore, deem it a sacred duty they owe to their 

country and their fellow citizens, to advocate, through the columns of the Expositor, the 

UNCONDITIONAL REPEAL OF THE NAUVOO CITY CHARTER; to restrain and 

correct the abuses of the Unit Power; to ward off the Iron Rod which is held over the 

devoted heads of the citizens of Nauvoo and the surrounding country; to advocate 

unmitigated disobedience to Political Revelations, and to censure and decry gross moral 

imperfections wherever found, either in the Plebian, Patrician, or self-constituted 

MONARCH.”  The paper recounts a fictional anecdote of a girl from England who joins 

the Church and travels to Nauvoo, only to meet the Prophet and immediately receive the 

proposal to become one of his “spiritual wives”: “She is thunderstruck; faints, recovers, 

and refuses.  The Prophet damns her if she rejects.  She thinks of the great sacrifice, and 

of the many thousand miles she has traveled over sea and land, that she might save her soul 

from pending ruin, and replies, God‟s will be done, and not mine.  The Prophet and his 

devotees in this way are gratified.”
12

   One thousand copies published.  Of the press that 

printed the Expositor Joseph says, “I would rather die tomorrow and have the thing 

smashed.”
13

  Robert Foster visits Joseph at his house in the presence of witnesses and 

proposes to come back to the Church.  Joseph tells Foster to come back to meet with him 

in the presence of three or four friends, agreed upon by both parties.  Foster does not 

return, but sends letter saying, “I have consulted my friends in relation to your proposals of 

settlement, and they as well as myself, are of opinion that your conduct, and that of your 

unworthy, unprincipled clan, is so base, that it would be morally wrong, and detract from 

the dignity of gentlemen, to hold any conference with you. . . . You have trampled upon 

everything we hold dear and sacred.  You have set all law at defiance, and profaned the 

name of the Most High. . . I, as well as my friends, will stay here and maintain and magnify 

the law as long as we stay.”
14

  The citizens of Nauvoo, infuriated by the lies, “threaten” to 

destroy the press.  Joseph and others on the City Council deem it better to silence the 

press in a legal manner than illegally, thereby saving the citizens from prosecution.
15

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Joseph, ed. Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook (Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 1980), 

340-62, where you can find accounts of the King Follett Discourse recorded by Willard Richards, Wilford Woodruff, Thomas 

Bullock, William Clayton, Samuel W. Richards, and Joseph Fielding. 
11

 See Thomas Sharp‟s editorials in the Warsaw Signal of May 15 and May 29.  Sharp predicts the murder of Joseph Smith. 
12

 The Nauvoo Expositor.  The first excerpt under the heading “The Expositor,” the second, “Prospectus of the Nauvoo 

Expositor,” the third under “Preamble,” (June 7, 1844); this was the only issue ever published. 
13

 HC 6: 438, 442. 
14

 HC 6:434-37. 
15

 From John Taylor‟s account (HC 7:61). 
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8 June  (Saturday)  10-1 p.m.  City Council meets in the morning.  Joseph makes speech in 

favor of suppressing libels: that he knew it would be dangerous and bring the wrath of the 

surrounding communities upon them, but that it was their responsibility as men of 

“enlarged minds” to protect the “injured and oppressed,” to declare the press a nuisance 

and destroy it.
16

  Hyrum and Joseph speak concerning characters of the editors of the 

press: that the Laws and Robert Foster persecuted the poor while in Missouri, that William 

Law had offered Joseph Jackson $500 to kill Joseph, that the authorities of the city had 

helped Sylvester Emmons get on his feet when he had first arrived at Nauvoo sick and 

poor, that Jackson had stolen from the saints.  Council meets in the afternoon and 

continues discussion.  Sylvester Emmons is suspended from the City Council until his 

case can be investigated.  John Taylor remarks that Emmons, although a member of the 

City Council, had never said a word against the ordinances thereof, nor the Nauvoo 

charter.  Joseph proposes that they pass an ordinance against libels.  Witnesses attest that 

they heard the conversation of the day before between Foster and Joseph and that Joseph‟s 

account of it is true.  Joseph says that the city of Nauvoo will lie in ashes within five 

years, unless they go to Oregon, California, or some other place; that all the sorrow in his 

family had been caused by William Law.  Committee is appointed to draft resolution.  

Thunder and rain all night.
17

 

 

9 June  (Sunday)  Joseph sick, stays at home.  Hyrum preaches Sunday sermon.  2 p.m.  

Joseph helps several passengers who have disembarked from the Osprey with their 

luggage into the Mansion house.  6 p.m.  Meeting at Mansion house.  

 

10 June (Monday)  Nauvoo City Council meets from 10 in the morning until 5:30 in the 

afternoon.
18

  Joseph reads from the Illinois Constitution which speaks of the 

responsibility falling upon the press for what it prints.  Councilor Stiles reads from 

Blackstone on what constitutes a nuisance.  Hyrum believes the best way to rid the city of 

the nuisance is to “smash the press and pi the type.”  Councilor Warrington believes it 

best to fine the editors for each libel, that it would be too harsh to smash the press.  Joseph 

says he is sorry that there is one dissenting voice.  Orson Spencer says that the men will 

never pay the fine, that they have perjured themselves before hundreds, that they are 

bringing a mob upon the city, that it would be better to die at once than to have the city 

burned and their peace and safety destroyed.  All other councilors concur in supporting 

Joseph.  Councilor Phelps compares their actions to the Boston Tea Party and asks if 

anyone‟s rights had been taken away by those then or themselves now.  They pass an 

ordinance concerning libels: “if any person or persons shall write or publish in said city 

any false statement or libel any of the citizens, for the purpose of exciting the public mind 

against the chartered privileges, peace, and good order of said city, or shall slander . . . he, 

she, or they shall be deemed disturbers of the peace.”  They declare the Expositor 

seditious and a public nuisance, and orders are given to the Marshall, John P. Greene, to 

destroy it. 8 p.m. Greene returns and reports that the press has been destroyed.  The posse 

that accompanied Greene gathers in front of the Mansion house to hear a few words from 

                                                           
16

 HC 7:62-63. 
17

 Joseph Smith‟s journal in An American Prophet’s Record: The Diaries and Journals of Joseph Smith (APR), ed. Scott H. 

Faulring, (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1989), 488-89; HC 6:434-39. 
18

 APR, 489. 
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Joseph.  He tells them that they will not be hurt for destroying the press, that they were 

just carrying out orders from the City Council, that he would “never submit to have 

another libelous publication established in the city.”
19

  Cold and cloudy, east wind blows. 

 

11 June (Tuesday)  Joseph spends early morning in council with brethren at his house.  He issues 

a Proclamation announcing the reason for the destruction of the Expositor, and calling 

upon all officers to help him in support of maintaining the peace of the city, to suppress 

mobs.
20

  Destruction of the Expositor has stirred up Joseph‟s enemies.  Citizens at 

Warsaw and Carthage meet to talk about it.  Francis Higbee leaves Nauvoo, and predicts, 

“in ten days there will not be a Mormon left in Nauvoo.”  Other dissenters begin to sell 

property and move out.  Joseph goes at the request of the captain of the steamer Osprey to 

the upper landing.  As they look at the river and the boat, Charles Foster calls to the 

passengers to look at Joseph, “the meanest man in the world.”  A Mr. Eaton silences 

Foster and a Mr. Rollison who begins to draw a weapon.  2 p.m.  Joseph goes to the 

Court, where many had come to observe the proceedings.  Joseph tells the people he is 

“ready to fight, if the mob compelled me to, for I would not be in bondage.”  He asks the 

people present if they would stand by him, and they cry “Yes.”
21

  Joseph hears that three 

of the dissenters have predicted the destruction of Nauvoo for destroying the press.
22

  The 

weather is overcast and cool.
23

  

 

12 June (Wednesday)  Joseph and others stand outside the Nauvoo house, waiting for the body of 

Dan Jones‟ little boy to be brought out and to be buried.  1:30 p.m.  While waiting, 

Joseph is arrested by county constable David Bettisworth for destroying the Expositor.
24

  

The warrant demanded that Joseph be brought “before [Thomas Morrison, Justice of the 

Peace] or some other justice of the peace.”  Joseph, hearing “some other justice of the 

peace,” tells Bettisworth that he will willingly be arrested right here in Nauvoo and be 

inspected by the local justice of the peace.  Bettisworth swears that he will not leave 

without taking him to Carthage.  Joseph resists him and asks if he intends to break the 

law.  Upon taking out a writ of habeas corpus, he is released.
25

  Warsaw Signal reports 

the destruction of the Expositor to its readers: “Citizens ARISE, ONE AND ALL!!!—Can 

you stand by, and suffer such INFERNAL DEVILS! To rob men of their property and 

Rights, without avenging them.  We have no time for comment, every man will make his 

own.  Let it be made with POWDER AND BALL!!!”
26

 

 

13 June (Thursday)  9 a.m.  Joseph resides as judge at Municipal Court in the Seventies‟ Hall, 

where the other men mentioned in the writ of Bettisworth of the previous day seek and 

obtain writs of habeas corpus.  All are discharged.  Evening.  Meeting in Seventies‟ 

                                                           
19

 HC 6: 439-48; APR, 489. 
20

 HC 6:449. 
21

 APR, 490. 
22

 Ibid. 
23

 HC 6: 450-52. 
24

 Letter from Dan Jones to Thomas Bullock, 20 January, 1855.  Printed as “The Martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum Smith,” 

BYU Studies, 24 (Winter, 1984), 95; HC 7:66-67. 
25

 An Intimate Chronicle: The Journals of William Clayton (JWC), (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1991), ed. George D. 

Smith, 132-33; HC 6:453-58; 7:66-67. 
26

 Warsaw Signal, June 12, 1844; cited in Richard Bushman‟s Rough Stone Rolling (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2005), 541. 
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Hall.  George Adams preaches.
27

  After sermon Joseph relates a dream of two large 

snakes.  In the dream Joseph is out taking a ride in his carriage with his guardian angel.  

As they pass the temple Joseph sees two large snakes intertwined so tightly that neither has 

any power over the other.  Joseph asks his guide for the meaning: “Those snakes 

represent Dr. Foster and Chauncey L. Higbee.  They are your enemies and desire to 

destroy you; but you see they are so fast locked together that they have no power of 

themselves to hurt you.”  Then Joseph sees himself on the prairie without his guardian 

angel.  All at once he is seized by William and Wilson Law, who tie his hands behind him 

and throw him into a pit from which he cannot escape.  He finally gets his hands loose and 

jumps high enough to get hold of some grass at the edge of the pit.  He sees Wilson 

attacked by wild beasts, who cries for help from Joseph.  Joseph replies, “I cannot, for 

you have put me into this deep pit.”  In another direction he sees William, blue in the face, 

green poison coming from his mouth, being crushed by a snake.  The snake is beginning 

to eat him, beginning at the arm.  He also cries for help.  Joseph replies, “I cannot, 

William; I would willingly, but you have tied me and put me in this pit, and I am powerless 

to help you or liberate myself.”  Joseph‟s guide soon appears and helps Joseph out and 

they go their way “rejoicing.”
28

  Joseph receives news that a mob has begun to gather at 

Carthage.  The Law brothers and Robert Foster leave the city.
29

  Rain this evening. 

 

14 June (Friday)  Joseph writes to Governor Ford, giving the reasons for their actions in relation 

to the Expositor: “After a long and patient investigation of the Expositor, and the character 

and design of its proprietors, the constitution, the charter, (see Addenda to Nauvoo Charter 

from the Springfield Charter, sec. 7) and all the best authorities on the subject; (see 

Chitty‟s Blackstone Bk. iii:v, and n.,&c..&c) the City Council decided that it was 

necessary for the „peace, benefit, good order, and regulations‟ of said city, „and for the 

protection of property‟ and for „the happiness and prosperity of the citizens of Nauvoo‟ 

that said Expositor should be removed. . . .  I send you this hasty sketch that your 

Excellency may be aware of the lying reports that are now being circulated by our enemies 

that there has been a „mob at Nauvoo, and „blood and thunder,‟and &c. &c. . . . , are 

false—false as Satan himself could invent, and that nothing has been transacted here but 

what has been in perfect accordance with the strictest principles of law and good order.”
30

  

Joseph prophesies in presence of men at house that if the mob attacks them, it will return 

upon their own heads “with fury and vengeance.”
31

  Pleasant all day, but some clouds 

appear that evening.  

 

15 June (Saturday)  Samuel Smith goes off to Springfield to carry letters and documents which 

explain why they destroyed the Expositor.  Two brethren come from Lima to report that 

Colonel Levi Williams is demanding that all the Mormons surrender arms.  They ask for 

Joseph‟s advice.  Joseph tells them that “when they give up their arms, to give up their 

lives with them as dearly as possible.”
32

  2:30  Joseph views Benjamin West‟s Death on 

                                                           
27

 APR, 491; Ehat and Cook, 378. 
28

 HC 6:460-62. 
29

 Bushman, 542. 
30

 HC 6:466-67.  Recorded also in The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith (PWJS), ed. Dean C. Jessee (Salt Lake City: 

Deseret Book Co., 1984), 586-87. 
31

 JWC, 133. 
32

 JWC, 134; HC 6:471. 
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a Pale Horse which has been on display in his store for the past three days.
33

  Orders 

militia to stand guard outside Nauvoo to defend it if necessary.  Rides out with Orrin 

Porter Rockwell. 

 

16 June Sunday.  10 a.m.  Joseph‟s final sermon: the plurality of Gods.  “The doctrine of the 

plurality of Gods is as prominent in the Bible as any other doctrine.  It is all over the face 

of the Bible.  It stands beyond the power of controversy.  A wayfaring man, though a 

fool, need not err therein.”
34

  The sermon is interrupted by heavy rain.  Judge Jesse B. 

Thomas visits Joseph and tells him that he should be examined before a different judge.
35

  

2 p.m. Forty men from Madison arrive by steamer to enquire into the Expositor affair.  

Joseph invites them into the Masonic Hall and Willard Richards reads the Council minutes 

which declared it a “nuisance.” The men leave satisfied.
36

 Joseph counsels thousands of 

Saints to stay calm, to prepare for defense of city.  He issues a proclamation explaining 

the situation in Nauvoo: “If, then, our charter gives us the power to decide what shall be a 

nuisance, and cause it to be removed, where is the offense?  What law violated?  If, then, 

no law has been violated, why this ridiculous excitement and bandying with lawless 

ruffians to destroy the happiness of a people whose religious motto is „Peace and good will 

toward all men?‟”  He sends delegates to all the surrounding towns with the 

proclamation.
37

  Word received that 1500 armed Missourians are crossing over into 

Illinois.  Joseph sends letter to Governor Ford: “The Nauvoo Legion is at your service to 

quell all insurrections and support the dignity of the common weal. . . . I wish, urgently 

wish your Excellency to come down in person with your Staff, and investigate the whole 

matter, without delay and cause peace to be restored to the Country—and I know not but 

this will be the only means of stopping an effusion of blood.”
38

   

 

17 June (Monday)  Sends letter to his uncle, John Smith: “If a mob annoy you, defend yourselves 

to the very last, and if they fall upon you with a superior force, and if you think you are not 

able to compete with them, retreat to Nauvoo. . . .”
39

 Joseph and others arrested by 

Constable Joel S. Miles, on a writ issued by Daneil H. Wells, on complaint of “riot.”  

Joseph is examined by the Justice of the Peace, Daniel H. Wells, and released.  Stephen 

Markham reports forming of mob in Warsaw and possibility of attack on Nauvoo.  Mob 

begins to form in Carthage.  Joseph, in a letter, requests the immediate return of Brigham 

Young and the Twelve, “Mass meetings are held upon mass meetings drawing up 

resolutions to utterly exterminate the Saints. . . .  You know we are not frightened, but 

think it best to be well prepared and be ready for the onset; and if it is extermination, 

extermination it is, of course. . . .  Large bodies of men, cannon and munitions of war are 

coming on from Missouri in steamboats.”
40

   

 

                                                           
33

 APR, 491-92. 
34

 Ehat and Cook, 378-383 (Thomas Bullock, George Laub, McIntire Minute Book record the sermon); HC 6:474.   
35

 HC 6:479. 
36

 APR, 492. 
37

 Ibid; HC 6:484-85. 
38

 PWJS, 589. 
39

 PWJS, 591. 
40

 HC 6:486-94. 
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18 June (Tuesday)  8 a.m. Nauvoo legion assembles under orders.  1:45 p.m. Joseph declares the 

city under martial law.  2 p.m. Joseph addresses the legion for the last time in uniform.  

W.W. Phelps first takes the stand and reads from the Warsaw Signal, “Resolved, that we 

hold ourselves at all times in readiness to cooperate with our fellow citizens in this state, 

Missouri, and Iowa, to exterminate, utterly exterminate, the wicked and abominable 

Mormon leaders, the authors of our troubles.”
41

  Joseph then addresses the Legion: “We 

are American citizens.  We live upon the soil for the liberties of which our fathers periled 

their lives and spilt their blood upon the battlefield.  Those rights so dearly purchased, 

shall not be disgracefully trodden under foot by lawless marauders without at least a noble 

effort on our part to sustain our liberties.  Will you all stand by me to the death, and 

sustain at the peril of your lives, the laws of our country, and the liberties and privileges 

which our fathers have transmitted unto us, sealed with their sacred blood? (“Aye!” 

shouted thousands.)  It is well.  If you had not done it, I would have gone out there 

(pointing to the west) and would have raised up a mightier people.”  Drawing his sword 

and presenting it to heaven, he said, “I call God and angels to witness that I have 

unsheathed my sword with a firm and unalterable determination that this people shall have 

their legal rights, and be protected from mob violence, or my blood shall be spilt upon the 

ground like water, and my body consigned to the silent tomb.  While I live, I will never 

tamely submit to this oppression; and it would be sweet, oh, sweet, to rest in the grave 

rather than submit to this oppression, agitation, annoyance, confusion, and alarm upon 

alarm, any longer.”  Hyrum speaks to the Legion saying that Sharp‟s statement in the 

Warsaw Signal that he (Hyrum) had threatened to take Sharp‟s life was “false as hell.”
42

  

Nauvoo Legion‟s ranks begin to swell from between three to five thousand men, having 

come from surrounding areas.  Legion members are called out to patrol streets and guard 

the streets that leave the city and to inquire into any suspicious looking characters who are 

in the town.
43

  Joseph hears and records two affidavits and several messages reporting the 

actions of talk of men who have sworn to kill Mormons and himself.
44

  9 p.m.  

Messengers arrive from Carthage reporting that the mob is willing to act with or without 

Governor Ford‟s help.
45

 

 

19 June (Wednesday)  Nauvoo Legion assembles.  11 a.m.  Nauvoo Legion troops begin to 

arrive from Green Plain and Iowa.  Joseph escorts them to the assembly grounds.
46

  

Orders given to secure powder and to put arms into the hands of all men.  Picket guards 

placed on all the streets.  City on constant alert.  Joseph learns that there are members of 

men gathered, growing stronger by the hour, at the Rocky Run precinct, Warsaw, and in 

Missouri.  The men who report these actions report that the only thing that will satisfy 

these men is for Joseph to be taken to Carthage to be tried under the old writ.
47

  Warsaw 

Signal screams, “Exterminate, utterly exterminate. . . strike them. . . !”
48
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20 June (Thursday)  Captain of the company of men at Ramus, having received orders from 

Joseph to come reinforce troops in Nauvoo, says, “If any of you go, not one will ever get to 

Nauvoo alive.”  John Smith, Joseph‟s uncle, steps up, “Every man that goes at the call of 

the Prophet shall go and return safe, and not a hair of his head shall be lost.”  The men 

choose a new commander, start for Nauvoo, encounter a mob and are fired upon, but by 

daybreak arrive in Nauvoo.
49

  Joseph and others go outside the city to inspect the ground 

and to make preparations for defense of the city.  Joseph pledges his farms in order to gain 

the necessary provisions to meet the coming attacks of the mob.  10 a.m. A cannon is 

reported to have arrived at Warsaw.  11 a.m. Joseph reviews the Legion.  Joseph sends a 

letter appealing to John Tyler, President of the United States, informing him of mobs 

gathering from Missouri and Illinois with the intent to “exterminate” the Saints, and 

requesting him to take action against it to “save the innocent and oppressed from such 

horrid persecution.”
50

  Many men are deposed saying that outside of Nauvoo, in the 

surrounding settlements, men are forcing people to take up arms to fight against Joseph, or 

to go into Nauvoo and join the people there, or to give up their arms.  Those who are not 

Mormons also come to report these things.  Many people outside of Nauvoo are forced to 

leave their homes.
51

  Willard Richards sends letter to James Arlington Bennett requesting 

assistance: “We are already being surrounded by an armed mob; and, if we can believe a 

hundredth part of their statements we have no alternative but to fight or die. . . .  Where is 

your ambition? Patriotism?  Your „separate and independent empire.‟ if you sit calmly 

still and see the most virtuous and noble people that ever trod upon the footstool of 

Jehovah ground to powder by a miscreant mob and not stretch forth your potent arm for 

their defense in all the majesty of a God?  If you do not, your turn may come next; and 

where will it cease?”
52

  Joseph writes letters to the Twelve who are away on missions to 

come home immediately.  Decides not to send the letters.  8 p.m.  More affidavits.  10 

p.m. Gives order to commence the manufacture of artillery.  Joseph reads a letter from 

Robert D. Foster that the mob intends to besiege Nauvoo and cut off their supplies.
53

  

Advises Hyrum to leave for Cincinnati with his family on the next steamboat.  Hyrum 

replies, “Joseph, I can‟t leave you.”  “I wish,” Joseph tells others, “I could get Hyrum out 

of the way, so that he may live to avenge my blood, and I will stay with you and see it 

out.”
54

 

 

21 June (Friday)  10 a.m. Joseph reviews the legion.  Governor Ford arrives at Carthage.  2:30 

p.m.  Receives message from Governor Ford requesting a representative to give the 

Mormons‟ side of the story to him in Carthage.  Joseph orders City Council to meet to 

deliberate on an answer.  Noon.  Joseph sends John Taylor and others with a letter to 

Ford inviting him to come to Nauvoo to investigate conditions, that it is much too 

dangerous for him or any other member of the City Council to go to Carthage.  “We have 

ever held ourselves amenable to the law . . . I am ever ready to conform . . .”  Joseph 

contradicts all the malicious rumors concerning illegal detaining of strangers and illegal 

                                                           
49

 HC 6:514-515. 
50

 HC 6:507-508. 
51

 HC 6:508-514. 
52

 HC 6:517-518. 
53

 HC 6:520. 
54

 HC 6: 519-20. 



 11 

imprisonment of citizens, and destruction of property.
55

  John Taylor presents Joseph‟s 

message and affidavits to Ford, in the presence of twenty or more men who continually 

contradict and interrupt him.  Ford does nothing to quiet down these men, but instead tells 

Taylor that Joseph must come to Carthage in order to stand trial and allay the fears of the 

community.  Taylor repeats the many measures Joseph has taken to fulfill the law, and the 

fears they have for Joseph‟s safety.  Ford pledges “his faith as governor, and the faith of 

the state, that we should be protected, and that he would guarantee our perfect safety.”
56

  

4 p.m.  City Council convenes.  Affidavits of twenty or more are prepared and sent to 

Ford; some witness to threats on the Prophet‟s life and the extermination of Nauvoo.  10 

p.m.  A man reports that he was shot at about two miles from Nauvoo.   11 p.m.  John 

Taylor arrives at Carthage and witnesses crowds of drunk and vociferous mobbers.
57

   

 

22 June (Saturday)  In Nauvoo the Legion meets.  Joseph tells William Clayton to dispose of or 

hide the records of the “Kingdom.”  Clayton buries them.
58

  He prophecies to the men: 

“You will be called the first Elders of the Church, and your missions will be to the nations 

of the earth.  You will gather many people into the fastnesses of the Rocky Mountains as 

a center for the gathering of the people.”
59

  Orders are given to take measures in case of 

attack.  He dismisses the troops.  John Taylor and delegation from Nauvoo are finally 

given an interview with Governor Ford in Carthage.  Ford believes all of the allegations 

against the saints and Joseph.  He is surrounded by about twenty men, all enemies to the 

saints.  As Ford reads the documents he is interrupted again and again with “That‟s a lie!”  

Ford responds by telling Taylor that Joseph and others must come to Carthage in order to 

calm the public excitement, to let the law run its course.  Taylor responds that they will go 

anywhere but Carthage, that it was too unsafe, and that their enemies were the ones who 

were breaking the law.  Ford gives his word to protect them.  They wait until 5 p.m. for 

the Governor to write his letter to Joseph.  In Nauvoo Luman Calkins deposed, saying 

that a conspiracy to kill Joseph has been underfoot since May, that men had planned to kill 

Joseph by the first of July, then to exterminate the saints in Nauvoo.
60

  6 p.m. Joseph 

prophesies that sickness would enter the houses of the mob and they will be afflicted with 

the scab.  7 p.m.  Receives letter signed by eight captains of the Nauvoo Legion asking 

Joseph to preach tomorrow, “inasmuch as we have an opportunity to hear [you] but 

seldom.”
61

  Carthage sheriff, accompanied by a strong guard, enter Nauvoo with arrest 

warrant.  Joseph feeds the men and horses and tells them that he will go to Carthage in the 

morning if they will wait.  The men return, telling the people of Carthage that they hardly 

escaped from Nauvoo.
62

  10 p.m.  Receives letter from Governor Ford.  Ford‟s letter 

enters upon a discussion of the legality of the City Council‟s order to destroy the press.  

He claims that Joseph has violated the Constitution in four particulars: freedom of the 

press has been obstructed; unreasonable search and seizure has been inflicted; the Nauvoo 
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council, assuming judicial powers where it does not have any, has combined the legislative 

and judicial powers into one; and Joseph Smith has forcibly detained people and their 

property in declaring martial law.
63

  That in destroying the press they combined their 

legislative and judicial powers, becoming a “tyrannical power.”  Ford attacks the habeas 

corpus power as exercised in Nauvoo, and concludes by demanding that they undergo 

judicial review.  Ford says he will not protect Nauvoo with a militia until they “submit to 

the law.”  “You know the excitement of the public mind.  Do not tempt it too far. . . .  I 

would say that your city was built, as it were, upon a keg of powder which a very little 

spark may explode.”
64

  Joseph immediately holds council with friends and City Council 

members and expresses his dissatisfaction with the Governor‟s letter.
65

  He responds to 

Ford‟s letter:  The authority of the Nauvoo charter, which was approved by the state 

legislature and is the same as Springfield‟s, gives the council the power to declare and rid 

the town of a nuisance.  If they have erred, the Supreme Court must correct the problem.  

Furthermore, Joseph cites William Blackstone‟s canonical Commentaries on the Laws of 

England: “Scurrilous prints may be abated as nuisances.”  Joseph continues that “it is not 

unreasonable to search so far as it is necessary to protect life and property from 

destruction,” which destruction these libelous prints have been urging.  He beseeches the 

governor to disperse the mob in Carthage and is willing to stand trial for the third time, for 

the same offence.  Joseph responds to Ford‟s attack on the city‟s use of habeas corpus by 

explaining that they have strictly followed the usual customs in exercising the right of 

habeas corpus.  Joseph repeatedly tells the Governor that they “dare not come,” that the 

presence of enemies and mobs prevent them from coming to Carthage, that they will go 

anywhere to submit to a trial if the lives of their families in Nauvoo will be protected.
66

  

Joseph tells the men around him that, “these facts show conclusively that he is under the 

influence of mob spirit, and is designedly intending to place us in the hands of murderous 

assassins, and is conniving at our destruction, or else that he is so ignorant and stupid that 

he does not understand the corrupt and diabolical spirits that are around him.”
67

  Two 

men, one of them a son of South Carolina senator John C. Calhoun, arrive anxious for an 

interview with Joseph Smith concerning his candidacy for president of the United States.    

Although Joseph determines to lay his case in person before President Tyler, this project is 

soon abandoned because of an inspiration he receives.  “The way is open.  It is clear to 

my mind what to do.  All they want is Hyrum and myself; then tell everybody to go about 

their business, and not to collect in groups, but to scatter about.  There is no doubt they 

will come here and search for us.  Let them search; they will not harm you in person or 

property, and not even a hair of your head.  We will cross the river tonight, and go away 

to the West.”  Joseph writes, “I also told Stephen Markham that if I and Hyrum were ever 

taken again we should be massacred, or I was not a prophet of God.  I want Hyrum to live 

to avenge my blood, but he is determined not to leave me.”
68

 

 

23 June (Sunday)  2 a.m.  Joseph, Hyrum, O.P. Rockwell, and Willard Richards cross the 

Mississippi by a small rowboat; the boat is leaky and three bail water out with their boots 
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while one rows.  At daybreak, arrive on Iowa side of the river.  Posse comes to Nauvoo 

to arrest Joseph in the early morning.  Reynolds Cahoon and Hiram Kimball persuade 

Emma to send a letter to Joseph, entreating him to return.  Governor threatens to surround 

the entire town and blow it up if Joseph and Hyrum are not discovered.  Posse returns to 

Carthage.  Cahoon and Kimball reach Joseph and Hyrum and O.P. Rockwell on the other 

side of the river.  Joseph reads the letter from Emma, hands it to Hyrum, and says, “I 

know my own business.”  Cahoon and Kimball then accuse Joseph, “You always said, if 

the Church would stick to you, you would stick to the Church, now trouble comes you are 

the first to run.”  They accuse him of deserting the flock when the wolves came, as in the 

fable.  Joseph makes no reply.  Joseph asks Rockwell, “What shall I do?”  Rockwell 

replies, “You are the oldest and ought to know best; and as you make your bed, I will lie 

with you.”  Joseph then asks Hyrum, “Brother Hyrum, you are the oldest, what shall we 

do?”  “We had better go back,” says Hyrum, “and if we die, we will die like men.”  

Joseph at length replies, “If they had let me alone, there would have been no bloodshed, 

but now I expect to be butchered.”  Hyrum responds, “No, no; let us go back and put our 

trust in God, and we shall not be harmed.  The Lord is in it.  If we live or have to die, we 

will be reconciled to our fate.”
69

  At some point Joseph says, “If my life is of no value to 

my friends, it is of none to myself.”  4 p.m.  They start for Nauvoo.  While walking 

towards the river Joseph says, “It is of no use to hurry, for we are going back to be 

slaughtered.”  5:30 p.m.  They re-cross the river.  Joseph is intent on speaking one last 

time to the people by starlight.  Sends letter to Governor Ford announcing that he will 

come to Carthage if the Governor will send a posse and if he will guarantee their safety.
70

  

That night he spends in the Smith mansion with his family, who persuade him not to give a 

last sermon.  Governor Ford agrees to send a posse as an escort, but then tells the 

messengers that he will not give him the honor of an escort, and to return immediately to 

Nauvoo to demand Joseph‟s presence in Carthage the following morning, that if Joseph 

did not arrive by 10 a.m. he would destroy Nauvoo and “all the men, women and children 

that were in it.” 

 

24 June (Monday)  4:30 a.m.  Messengers arrive from Governor Ford.  They warn Joseph not to 

go, of the Governor‟s animosity and the danger at Carthage, but Joseph refuses to listen.  

6:30 a.m.  About to depart from Nauvoo, Hyrum reads from Ether 12, including: “I 

prayed unto the Lord that he would give unto the Gentiles grace, that they might have 

charity.  And it came to pass that the Lord said unto me, if they have not charity, it 

mattereth not unto thee, thou hast been faithful.”  Hundreds beg Joseph not to go.  His 

mother entreats, “My Son, my Son, can you leave me without promising to return?  Some 

forty times before have I seen you from me dragged, but never before without saying you 

would return; what say you now my Son?”
71

  “No,” he says to the people around him, “it 

is better for your brother, Joseph, to die for his brothers and sisters, for I am willing to die 

for them.  My work is finished; the Lord has heard my prayers and has promised that we 

shall have rest from such cruelties before long, and so do not prevent me with your tears 

from going to bliss.”
72

  He embraces his children, wife, and mother.  Joseph with the 

seventeen other men mentioned in the original writ of riot issued by Francis Higbee before 
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justice of the peace Thomas Morrison begin their journey to Carthage.  Joseph pauses at 

the temple, then looks upon it, then the city, and says, “Oh, city, once the most blessed, but 

now the most pitiful in sadness.  This is the kindest and most godly people and most 

beloved by Heaven of all the world.  Oh, if only they knew what awaits them.”
73

  Upon 

leaving the city, he stops at the house of Daniel H. Wells, justice of the peace who had 

previously acquitted him, a second time, in the matter of the Expositor:  “Squire Wells, I 

wish you to cherish my memory; and not think me the worst man in the world either.”  

9:50 a.m.  They arrive at Fellows‟ farm, four miles west of Carthage, where they meet 

Captain Dunn and his sixty mounted militia.  He says to those who accompany him: 

“Dear Brethren, you cannot come with me any further; retreat for your lives and let them 

pour out all their vengeance upon my head; I shall suffer it, for I am going like a lamb to 

the slaughter with a conscience void of offense toward God and men.”
74

  Captain Dunn 

and his men surround Joseph and take him into custody.  Joseph asks them for a favor: 

that they defend his life, “so that I shall have a fair trial before the court of my country.  I 

do not fear the consequence, be it even the most horrible death, as much as I fear dying 

with a blemish on my character, or for the world to disgrace the religion which I profess.  

Will you promise this?”  Captain Dunn, impressed by this request, promises to protect 

him, as do his men.  Dunn shows them a letter from Governor Ford demanding the people 

of Nauvoo to surrender their arms.  All the men return with Captain Dunn to Nauvoo to 

comply with the order.
75

  2:30 p.m.  Arrive in Nauvoo.  Brethren are unwilling to 

surrender state arms.  6 p.m.  Order is complied with at Joseph‟s insistence.  Joseph 

says to officers, “These men are too good, too quiet and law abiding for this rough 

generation.”  Then to the privates, “Boys, don‟t be cast down, I will come back again—as 

soon as I can.”
76

  Nauvoo legion is disbanded.  The Prophet rides twice to his house to 

bid farewell to his family.  Three times he says, “Emma, can you train my sons to walk in 

their father‟s footsteps?”  Three times Emma responds, “Oh, Joseph, you are coming 

back.”
77

  On their way out of town Joseph repeatedly looks upon his own farm, and when 

noticed by others says, “If some of you had got such a farm and knew you would not see it 

any more, you would want to take a good look at it for the last time.”
78

  9 p.m.  Joseph 

and his party return to Fellows‟ farm, dismount from horses and eat.  Captain Dunn and 

his troops, after gathering all the state arms from citizens in Nauvoo, meet up with the 

prisoners here and escort them into Carthage.  11:55 p.m.  Arrive at Carthage.  Mob 

surrounds and throws insults at the prisoners.  Ford pacifies the crowd by promising them 

a closer view of Joseph the next day.  The troops yell, “Hurrah for Tom Ford.”
79

  Joseph 

and companions spend night at the Hamilton Hotel.  Many of the apostate Mormons also 

staying at the same hotel that night.
80
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25 June (Tuesday)  8 a.m.  Joseph and Hyrum are arrested for treason.  8:30 a.m.  Ford musters 

the troops, mounts an old table, and incites the crowd with inflammatory language.  9:15 

a.m.  Ford asks Joseph to present himself before the troops.  Joseph asks for a private 

interview.  Ford denies it, while looking down at his shoes ashamedly.
81

  9:53 a.m.  

Ford makes Joseph and his comrades pass through the midst of the troops, acceding to the 

request of the soldiers to see Joseph.  He introduces them to the troops as “Generals,” 

which crazes them.
82

  They walk through the midst, receiving insults the entire time.  

10:30 a.m.  The Carthage Greys of their own accord clamor for the blood of the traitors.  

Ford appeases them somewhat by promising them “full satisfaction.”
83

  11:15 a.m.  

Troops from the nearby town of Warsaw arrive outside of Carthage.  12:48 p.m.  Joseph 

told that the Higbees, Laws, Fosters, and other apostates were returning to Nauvoo to 

plunder.  Joseph tells the Governor, who happens to pass by, to please send a guard to 

protect the town.  2:30 p.m.  Ford sends a company of men to protect the town and 

informs Joseph.  Joseph writes letter to Emma, speaking respectfully of the Governor, “I 

think the Governor has and will succeed in enforcing the laws.  I do hope the people of 

Nauvoo will continue pacific and prayerful.”  Joseph sends letter to Orrin P. Rockwell 

ordering him not to come to Carthage, to stay in Nauvoo, and not to let himself be taken by 

anyone.
84

  3 p.m.  Militia officers have interview with Joseph in the Hamilton Hotel.  

Joseph asks them if he appears to be the “desperate character” his enemies have portrayed 

him to be.  “No, sir, your appearance would indicate the very contrary, General Smith; 

but we cannot see what is in your heart, neither can we tell what are your intentions.” 

“Very true, gentlemen,” Joseph answers, “you cannot see what is in my heart, and you are 

therefore unable to judge me or my intentions; but I can see what is in your hearts, and will 

tell you what I see.  I can see that you thirst for blood, and nothing but my blood will 

satisfy you....and inasmuch as you and the people thirst for blood, I prophesy, in the name 

of the Lord, that you shall witness scenes of blood and sorrow to your entire satisfaction.  

Your souls shall be perfectly satiated with blood, and many of you who are now present 

shall have an opportunity to face the cannon‟s mouth from sources you think not of.”
85

  

3:48 p.m.  Joseph informed that the apostates were overheard saying, “that there was 

nothing against these men; the law could not reach them but powder and ball would.”  4 

p.m.  In Carthage Orrin P. Rockwell, in a scuffle with Francis Higbee, discovers papers 

that drop from Higbee‟s hat which tell of a mob that intends to attack Carthage jail that 

evening.
86

  Joseph and Hyrum and thirteen other men are taken before justice of the peace 

Robert F. Smith on charge of riot when destroying the press.  Prosecution moves for an 

adjournment.  Defense objects.  After much legal wrangling, the defense decides to let 

the matter drop and to bind it over to the next day.
87

  6:30 p.m.  Wilson Law declares in 

court that he heard Mr. Smith once preaching from Daniel 2:44, and that the kingdom 

referred to was already set up and that he was the king over it.  Treason charges are 

written up.  8 p.m.  False mittimus produced requiring Joseph and Hyrum to go to jail.  

Taylor hears of it and immediately informs Ford: that the charge is illegal, that Joseph and 
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Hyrum are innocent.  Ford tells him that it is best to let the law takes its course.  Taylor 

responds that they had satisfied the exigencies of the law and that could not reasonably 

satisfy the prejudices of the people.  Ford says he does not have the power to interfere.  

Taylor lets him know that he has given his word to protect them, but that now it is all clear 

that his “protection availed very little.”
88

  Joseph and companions protest against such 

illegal proceedings, and refuse to go until they hear from Ford.  When Robert F. Smith, 

the justice of the peace who made the false mittimus, appeals to Ford as to what he should 

do, Ford responds, “You have the Carthage Greys at your command.”  10 p.m.  The 

arrested men are dragged to jail, enduring violent breathings out against them by many 

men, and Jones even must parry the bayonets which are stuck out to stab Joseph.
89

  They 

spend this night in a room ten feet square, speaking of the “secret of godliness.”  Both 

Hyrum and Joseph are cheerful and predict their deaths.
90

  Last words came from Joseph, 

“For the most intelligent dream tonight brethren.”
91

 

 

26 June (Wednesday)  Men awake and Jones recounts his dream, who saw Ford on his way to 

Nauvoo, and himself sent from Carthage with a letter, racing through the midst of savages 

and wild men, arriving at Warsaw to a view of “powder, smoke, death, and carnage.”  

Joseph believes the Governor will not allow him to go again to Nauvoo alive.
92

  6 a.m. 

Men breakfast.  Jailer moves them to upstairs room with bed, writing table, and chairs.  

Carthage sheriff repeatedly tells the jailer that he must send the men to the courthouse.  

Jailer refuses to send them out.
93

  7:30 a.m.  Joseph sends Jones, Markham, and Wasson 

to the Governor with messages, but receives no answer.  8 a.m.  Captain Singleton 

arrives at Nauvoo with 60 militia to protect city.
94

  Joseph and Hyrum speak with jailer, 

Mr. Stigall, who tells them that the mob the week before expected 9,000 men for an attack 

on Nauvoo, and only 200 showed up.
95

  8:48 a.m.  Ford sends reply to Joseph‟s 

entreaties for an interview, “The interview will take place at my earliest leisure to-day.”  

8:50 a.m.  Counsel for defense decide to seek a change of venue for trial.  9:27 a.m. 

Governor Ford has interview with Joseph at Carthage jail, accusing Joseph of suppressing 

the liberty of speech and press, and not complying with the writ, and in general defying the 

laws.  Joseph responds: that he was been maligned and persecuted, that he is accused of 

treason for following the Governor‟s orders, that he is charged with lawlessness when 

those that are lawless are not accused, that any city in the United States would have 

destroyed a press of that sort, that he and the City Council had done all things strictly 

according to the law; that, on the contrary, he had been dealt with in illegal ways by being 

forced to come to Carthage, and that Ford and others were feigning to uphold the law when 

in fact they were carrying out the mob‟s lawless wishes.  Ford responds by accusing 

Joseph of detaining, arresting, and giving passes to men.  John P. Greene, the city 

Marshall, replies by saying that the city was under duress and to secure protection they 

must needs have detained and asked questions, but no one had been detained and there 

                                                           
88

 “State of Illinois,” Times and Seasons, (July 1, 1844); HC 7: 85-86. 
89

 “To Mrs. Emma Smith,” Times and Seasons, (July 1, 1844); Jones, 98. 
90

 Jones, 88. 
91

 Jones, 98. 
92

 Jones, 98, 104 (here he explains that the dream was his). 
93

 Jones, 88. 
94

 Statement by James Woods in “State of Illinois,” Times and Seasons (July 1, 1844). 
95

 HC 6: 576. 



 17 

were no passes given out, but to strangers who were to avoid being questioned by the city 

guards.  Ford attacks, “Why did you not give a more speedy answer to the posse that I 

sent out?”  Joseph says that Ford‟s letter showed an antagonistic spirit, and that they 

needed to consult upon their safety, because Ford demanded they come to Carthage 

unarmed.  They feared for their safety and the posse returned too quickly.  Ford counters 

with more complaint of the proceeding against the Expositor, that they combined the 

legislative and judicial roles in the City Council, and that Joseph should have come with 

Bettisworth to Carthage when first served the writ, but now that he was in jail he could not 

interfere.  Joseph silences Ford by explaining how the writ came at the instance of a mob, 

that they had sworn their destruction, that it was a ruse to get him into their hands.  

Concerning the destruction of the Expositor, Joseph agrees to let the courts decide it and to 

pay the owners of the press for its cost, if found to be in the wrong.  He reminds Ford of 

his promise of protection, and that if he is going to Nauvoo, he wishes to go with him.  

Ford promises to take him along when he goes to Nauvoo  10:15  Ford departs.
96

  

Alfred Randall overhears a man tell Governor Ford, “The soldiers are determined to see 

Joe Smith dead before they leave here.”  Ford responds, “If you know of any such thing 

keep it to yourself.”
97

  Joseph is visited by Judge Phelps, J.P. Green, J.S. Fullmore, C.H. 

Wheelock.  Wheelock leaves revolver with men.  Jones and Markham spend morning 

carving the warped bedroom door to get it closed and latched.  12 noon.  Joseph remarks, 

“I have had a good deal of anxiety about my safety since I left Nauvoo, which I never had 

before when I was under arrest.  I could not help those feelings, and they have depressed 

me.”
98

  Joseph is anxious to get Hyrum out of the jail.  He speaks of it often, and sends 

messengers to Nauvoo with testimonies of witnesses to exonerate Hyrum.  Hyrum 

comforts Joseph, reminding him that the Lord will deliver him for the Church‟s sake.  

Joseph says of Sidney Rigdon, “I am glad he is gone to Pittsburg out of the way; were he to 

preside he would lead the Church to destruction in less than five years.”  The prisoners 

alternately preach to the guards.  Several guards are relieved of duty because, convinced 

of the prisoners‟ innocence, they are deemed unfit to guard them.
99

  Joseph recounts two 

dreams he had had several days before.  The first is the dream of the pit and William and 

Wilson Law being attacked by wild beasts and a snake, recounted by Joseph first on June 

13 in the Seventies‟ Hall.  The second dream was of a ship about to wreck, whose sailors 

were heedless of Joseph‟s cries of warning.  Joseph saw himself wading into the raging 

sea to guide the ship to safety, away from the rocks, but he was not heeded.  The 

interpretation: the ship was the United States which rejected a “safe pilot.”  Joseph, 

Hyrum, and Samuel, all walk on the sea which has been calmed.  Joseph understood that 

his and Hyrum‟s walking on the sea meant that they would overcome their adversaries 

beyond the veil.  Joseph could not understand what Samuel‟s presence in the dream 

intimated.
100

  Many persons witness Ford‟s complicity in the mob‟s intentions.  12:30 

p.m.  Prosecution demands that prisoners be brought out for examination on charges of 

treason.  Jailer refuses the demand, claiming that since the prisoners had been committed 

without examination the prosecution has no further jurisdiction.  Joseph, seeing the 

Carthage Greys gathering because of the dispute, and the jailer receiving many threats, 
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gives himself up.  3:40 p.m.  Joseph and Hyrum march through the middle of the 

Carthage Greys.  While walking through the middle of this hostile crowd, Joseph locks 

arms with the “worst mobocrat he can see” and then locks arms with Hyrum.
101

  Murder 

seems imminent.  4:25 p.m. Subpoenas granted to get witnesses for defendants for the 

next day.  5:30 p.m.  Joseph and Hyrum are returned to jail.  Joseph‟s uncle John Smith 

visits him in jail.  John tells Joseph of the crowd of men who threatened his life and 

dry-fired their guns at him.  The guard refuses entrance, to which Joseph says, “You will 

not hinder so old and infirm a man as he is from coming in.  Come in, uncle.”
102

  The 

guard allows him to enter.  His uncle asks Joseph if he thinks he will again escape the 

hands of his enemies.  Joseph says, “My brother Hyrum thinks I shall.”  They preach to 

the guards and gain their confidence, so much so that the guards admit that they have been 

brought there to be killed.  Some of the guards will listen to any of the men but Joseph.
 103

  

7:45 p.m.  Supper.  8 p.m.  Joseph is informed that Ford and the troops will march to 

Nauvoo tomorrow to gratify the troops.  Prisoners moved back to the upstairs bedroom at 

the request of Ford.  Fifty men will be left to guard the jail.  Trial is to be deferred until 

the 29
th

.  9:15 p.m.  John Taylor prays.  Hyrum reads and comments upon passages 

from the Book of Mormon, especially those which recount the imprisonment and 

deliverance of God‟s chosen.  Joseph testifies to the guards of the authenticity of the 

Book of Mormon and the restoration of the Gospel, that this was the reason for his 

incarceration.  The prisoners retire to bed.  Willard Richards stays up late writing.  

Richards and Hyrum sleep on the bed.  Gun is fired close by, causing Joseph to rise up 

from his bed and lie down on the floor between Dan Jones and John S. Fullmer.  Bidding 

Fullmer to lay his head on his arm, he tells him, “I would like to see my family again.  I 

would to God that I could preach to the Saints in Nauvoo once more.”  Fullmer tries to 

comfort Joseph.  When all are asleep, Joseph whispers to Jones, “Are you afraid to die?”  

Jones replies, “Has that time come think you?  Engaged in such a cause I do not think that 

death would have many terrors.”  Joseph prophesies, “You will see Wales, and fulfill the 

mission appointed you ere you die.”
104

 12 midnight.  Steps heard on the stairway.  Jones 

sees an army gathered outside the window, and hears, “How many shall go in?”  They 

hear a rush of feet up the stairway and they can hear the men breathing on the other side of 

the door.  Joseph calls out loudly, “Come on ye assassins we are ready for you, and would 

as willingly die now as at daylight.”  No one replies and they leave.  They hear the mob 

outside the window all night long.
105

 

 

27 June (Thursday)  Slight rain.  5:30 a.m.  The prisoners arise.  There are about eight of the 

Carthage Greys who remain on guard.  Dan Jones descends to ask the guard about the 

disturbance in the night.  Guard responds with curses, swearing that “Joe Smith” and the 

others would “never come out alive” from that jail and that those who supported him were 

no better than he.
106

  Jones tells the guard that they, as guards, were under oath to protect 

the prisoners and that he would soon tell the Governor about his threats.  The guard is 

furious, “You‟ll see that I can prophesy better than old Joe that neither he nor his brother 
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nor anyone who will remain with them will see the sun set today.”  Joseph sends Dan 

Jones to apprize Governor Ford of the threat.  Jones goes to Hamilton Hotel and reports 

these things to Ford, who dismisses them as idle threats.  8:20 a.m.  Joseph writes a letter 

to Emma: after allaying her fears as to an attack on the city, he says, “There is one 

principle which is eternal; it is the duty of all men to protect their lives and the lives of the 

household, whenever necessity requires, and no power has a right to forbid it, should the 

last extreme arrive, but I anticipate no such extreme, but caution is the parent of safety. . . 

P.S.  Dear Emma, I am very much resigned to my lot, knowing I am justified, and have 

done the best that could be done.  Give my love to the children and all my friends, Mr. 

Brewer, and all who inquire after me; and as for treason, I know that I have not committed 

any, and they cannot prove anything of the kind, so you need not have any fears that 

anything can happen to us on that account.  May God bless you all.  Amen.”
107

  9:40 

a.m.  The prisoners are informed that another meeting, at which delegates from every 

state of the Union except three were present, has taken place to determine how best to stop 

Joseph Smith‟s career, “as his views on government [are] widely circulated and [take] like 

wildfire”; there is fear that if he does not gain the Presidency of the United States this time, 

that he will the next.  Dan Jones, on his way back to the jail, sees a mob gathered, 

threatening to kill Joseph before the day is out, while Ford is away in Nauvoo.  Jones 

returns to Ford to report the words and threats of this mob.  Ford ignores him.
108

  Jones 

races back to the jail to inform the prisoners, but the guard refuses admittance.  Jones 

returns to Ford to inform him of the guard‟s refusal, and to request a pass to enter the jail.  

Ford refuses, but consents to give a pass to Willard Richards to act as secretary.  Ford 

proposes to march the entire army into Nauvoo, but decides in council that it would be 

“unjust” as well as “impolitic, in the present criticial season of the year, the harvest and the 

crops.”
109

  The prisoners also learn that Captain Dunn and his company are to accompany 

Ford to Nauvoo, while the Carthage Greys and members of the mob are to guard Carthage 

jail.  11 a.m.  Ford departs for Nauvoo.  Other troops are disbanded in Carthage, instead 

of being marched to their homes and disbanded there.
110

  Willard Richards tells Joseph 

that he is willing to suffer and die for him.  John Taylor also tells Joseph to give him the 

word and “I will have you out of this prison in five hours, if the jail has to come down to do 

it.”  Joseph refuses.
111

  Cyrus H. Wheelock smuggles a six shooter into Joseph.  Joseph 

hands a single barrel pistol, which had previously been given him, to Hyrum, and says, 

“You may have use for this.”  Hyrum, “I hate to use such things or to see them used.”  

Joseph, “So do I, but we may have to, to defend ourselves.”
112

  Joseph tells Wheelock to 

warn the Saints in Nauvoo to avoid any military show, to remain perfectly calm and quiet. 

“Our lives have already become jeopardized by revealing the wicked and bloodthirsty 

purposes of our enemies; and for the future we must cease to do so.  All we have said 

about them is truth, but it is not always wise to relate all the truth....We have the revelation 

of Jesus, and the knowledge within us is sufficient to organize a righteous government 

upon the earth, and to give universal peace to all mankind, if they would receive it, but we 

lack the physical strength, as did our Savior when a child, to defend our principles, and we 
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have of necessity to be afflicted, persecuted and smitten, and to bear it patiently until Jacob 

is of age, then he will take care of himself.”  So many oral messages are given to 

Wheelock that Willard Richards proposes writing them down.  Hyrum says, “Brother 

Wheelock will remember all that we tell him, and he will never forget the occurrences of 

this day.”  The Prophet relates that night‟s dream: He was back on his Kirtland farm, 

which had fallen into disarray.  A man began to quarrel with him for possession of the 

farm, to which violence Joseph said that the man could have his property.  The man did 

not cease to threaten him.  Joseph removed himself away from the barn into some mud.  

The barn then immediately filled up with men and they began to fight violently with 

knives amongst themselves.  12:20 p.m.  Jones, sent to Nauvoo with messages for 

Joseph‟s lawyers, is detained by the mob, who believe he is trying to raise the Nauvoo 

legion against them.  Men wait in ambush, but he escapes by the mistake of his horse, 

which takes the road to Warsaw instead of Nauvoo.
113

  He later makes for the road to 

Nauvoo, and tells the crowd awaiting the arrival of Governor Ford to hasten at once to 

Carthage to save the Prophet‟s life.  Crowd decides to stay.
114

  1:15 p.m.  The prisoners 

dine.  1:30 p.m.  Willard Richards is taken ill; Brother Markham is sent for medicine.  

Upon returning to jail he is forced by bayonet onto his horse and out of town.  3:15 p.m.  

Jail guard becomes more severe with prisoners.  John Taylor sings “A Poor Wayfaring 

Man of Grief.”  Joseph requests him to sing it again, which he does.  Hyrum reads 

extracts from Josephus.  4 p.m.  Guard changed, only eight men being left at the jail.  

4:15 p.m.  Joseph converses with the guard on the subject of his persecutors.  Hyrum and 

Willard Richards converse.  5 p.m.  Jailer suggests that they go into the cell, which is 

safer.  Joseph, “After supper we will go in.”  The jailer‟s boy comes in with some water 

and says that the guard wanted wine.  Joseph hands two dollars to Willard Richards to 

give to the boy.  The jailer, saying that one is enough, sends for wine, pipes, and two 

small papers of tobacco.  The wine is brought; uncorking it, Richards pours a glass.  

Joseph tastes the wine, followed by Taylor, Richards, and the guard.  Ford arrives at 

Nauvoo.  5:15 p.m.  The guard turns to go out.  A voice from below calls for him and he 

goes down.  Rustling heard at the bottom, a cry of surrender, and the sound of three or 

four firearms.  Mob encircles the building.  Richards, peeking out the curtain of the 

window, sees 100 men surrounding the main entrance of the jail.  Some fire through the 

windows, others rush up the stairs past the guard.  Joseph springs for his firearm, Hyrum 

for his, Taylor for Markham‟s large hickory cane, Richards for Taylor‟s cane.  The 

prisoners force the door shut.  Hyrum shoots at the door, when a ball, piercing it, strikes 

him in the left side of the nose.  He falls back, saying, “I am a dead man!”  Three other 

balls enter his body as he falls.  Joseph exclaims, “O, dear brother Hyrum!”  Joseph 

discharges his six shooter into the hallway by opening the door a few inches.  John Taylor 

attempts to fight off the guns with his cane.  Joseph‟s last words to Taylor, “That‟s right, 

Brother Taylor, parry them off as well as you can.”
115

  Taylor attempts to jump out of the 

window, is struck in the left thigh, falls on the window sill, and cries, “I am shot.”  

Another ball hits his watch; he rolls under the bed, struck by three more balls.  Joseph 

drops his gun, springs into the window sill, and is struck by two balls from within, and one 

enters his right breast from without.  As he falls out the window, he exclaims, “O Lord, 
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my God!”  Willard Richards escapes unscathed but for a slight wound to one ear, 

fulfilling a prophecy made by Joseph a year earlier that “the balls would fly around him 

like hail, and he should see his friends fall on the right and on the left, but that there should 

not be a hole in his garment.”
116

  Willard Richards drags John Taylor to the inner prison 

and covers him up.  A cry is heard, “The Mormons are coming!” which causes the mob to 

flee.  In the meantime, Governor Ford is giving a speech to those in Nauvoo, telling 

citizens what to expect if they “provoke a war.”  He tells them that “a severe atonement 

must be made; so prepare your minds for the emergency.”
117

  The crowd reacts with “a 

half stifled shriek of horror,” and Joseph‟s and Hyrum‟s mother, listening from within 

their house, sinks into her chair and is heard saying, “My sons O my sons‟ lives are means 

to make the atonement.”  Ford is seen visibly affected by the shock his words make.  The 

speech ended, Ford and his officers are fed dinner in the Mansion house, sitting at the 

Prophet‟s own table.  The sound of a cannon is heard.  Ford‟s officers are overheard 

telling the Governor that the “deed” had been done and that they had better leave.
118

  A 

cloud of despair hangs over Nauvoo.  Body of Joseph Smith is found near a well 

alongside the jail.  Willard Richards drags the body back inside.  8:05 p.m.  Taylor and 

Richards sent message to Nauvoo: “Joseph and Hyrum are dead. . . . The people of the 

county are greatly excited and fear the Mormons will come out and take vengeance.  I 

have pledged my word the Mormons will stay at home . . . and say to my brethren in 

Nauvoo, in the name of the Lord—be still—be patient.”  Three messengers sent, each of 

whom finds Governor Ford on his way back.  Ford does not allow the messengers to 

continue on to Nauvoo, but turns each of them back, fearing an attack by Nauvoo citizens, 

and delaying the news of the Prophet‟s death.
119

   Citizens of Carthage flee. 

 

28 June (Friday)  1 a.m.  Ford says that the matter will be investigated, that there is a great 

responsibility on his part.  Ford flees and does not stop until he reaches Augusta, eighteen 

miles away from Carthage.  O.P. Rockwell cannot sleep, saddles horse, and gallops 

towards Carthage.  Rockwell meets Lorenzo Wasson and George D. Grant carrying news 

of the deaths of Hyrum and Joseph.  Rockwell turns to Nauvoo, races through the town 

calling out, “Joseph is killed—they have killed him! G—d— them! They have killed 

him!”
120

  8 a.m.  Willard Richards and Samuel Smith convey to Nauvoo the bodies of 

Hyrum and Joseph Smith, which are covered with brush to keep the sun off them.  10 a.m.  

Nauvoo Legion called out and addressed by several men whose purpose is to calm down or 

prevent any retaliation, if there had been any planned.  3 p.m.  Bodies of Joseph and 

Hyrum received east of Temple on Mulholland Street.  The wagon procession is led by 

Samuel Smith, Willard Richards and Mr. Hamilton, of Carthage.  Thousands of citizens 

gather amid great lamentations.  Bodies taken to Nauvoo Mansion.  Up to 10,000 

citizens gather to listen to Willard Richards and others.  All agree to leave the matter in 

the hands of the law, and if no justice is received, to petition God for vengeance.
121

  Of the 
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mood Dan Jones says, “There never has been nor will there ever be anything like it. . . .  

There they lay in their coffins side by side, majestic men as they suffered side by side from 

prison to prison for years, and they labored together, shoulder to shoulder, to build the 

kingdom of Immanuel; eternal love bound them steadfastly to each other and to their God 

until death; and now, my eyes beheld the blood of the two godly martyrs mingling in one 

pool in the middle of the floor, their elderly mother, godly and sorrowful, on her knees in 

the midst of the blood between the two, a hand on each one of her sons who lay in gore, her 

heart nearly broken by the excruciating agony and the indescribable grief.  At the head of 

the deceased sat the dear wife of each one and around their father stood four of Joseph‟s 

little children and six of Hyrum‟s children crying out intermittently, „My dear father.‟ 

„And my dear father, too,‟ another would say, with no reply except the echo from the 

walls, „Oh, my father.‟  And from the hearts of the mothers, „My husband killed,‟ and the 

grey-haired mother groaning pitifully, „Oh, my sons, my sons.‟”
122

  Samuel Smith dies 

some thirty days later of injuries suffered while fleeing from the mob. 

 

29 June (Saturday)  Bodies are viewed from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  More than 10,000 people are 

estimated to view the bodies.  “On the streets around it was almost the stillness of the 

grave which reigned. . . .  But what pen can describe that scene and the feelings of 

thousands of mourners?  The only comfort that kept them from sinking under the 

oppression and the loss was knowing that a day of swift reckoning would come.”
123

  

Mock funeral service is held, false coffins interred.  At midnight the bodies, placed in 

other coffins, are taken in secret and buried in the cellar of the Nauvoo House. 

 

 

Let them importune at the feet of the judge; and if he heed them not, let them importune at 

the feet of the governor; and if the governor heed them not, let them importune at the feet 

of the president; and if the president heed them not, then will the Lord arise and come forth 

out of his hiding place, and in his fury vex the nation; and in his hot displeasure, and in his 

fierce anger, in his time, will cut off those wicked, unfaithful, and unjust stewards, and 

appoint them their portion among hypocrites, and unbelievers; even in outer darkness, 

where there is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. (D&C 101: 86-91)  
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