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D&C 88 (109)

• Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you, that you may be 
instructed more perfectly in theory, in principle, in doctrine, in the law of 
the gospel, in all things that pertain unto the kingdom of God, that are 
expedient for you to understand; Of things both in heaven and in the 
earth, and under the earth; things which have been, things which are, 
things which must shortly come to pass; things which are at home, things 
which are abroad; the wars and the perplexities of the nations, and the 
judgments which are on the land; and a knowledge also of countries and 
of kingdoms— That ye may be prepared in all things when I shall send you 
again to magnify the calling whereunto I have called you, and the mission 
with which I have commissioned you… And as all have not faith, seek ye 
diligently and teach one another words of wisdom; yea, seek ye out of the 
best books words of wisdom; seek learning, even by study and also by 
faith. Organize yourselves; prepare every needful thing; and establish a 
house, even a house of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, a 
house of learning, a house of glory, a house of order, a house of God; 



Nauvoo Library

Christopher C. Jones, “The Complete Record of the Nauvoo Library and Literary Institute,” Mormon Historical Studies (2009): 152-76.



Pioneer Cultural Societies

• Universal Scientific Society  (Woodruff, President)

• Polysophical Society (Lorenzo Snow, President)

• Horticultural Society

• Deseret Philharmonic Society

• Deseret Typographical Association

• Deseret Theological Institution (Brigham Young)

• Deseret Dramatic Association

• Deseret Literary and Musical Association

• Deseret Musical Association

Joseph Heinerman, “Early Utah Pioneer Cultural Societies,” Utah Historical Quarterly 47 (Winter 1979): 70-89.



Founding of the RS

• Eliza R. Snow arose and said that she felt to 
concur with the President, with regard to the 
word Benevolent, that many Societies with which 

it had been associated, were corrupt. — that the 
popular Institutions of the day should not be our 
guide - that as daughters of Zion, we should set an 
example for all the world, rather than confine 
ourselves to the course which had been 
heretofore pursued

• Elder Taylor arose and said — I shall have to 

concede the point — your arguments are so 

potent I cannot stand before them — I shall have 
to give way

Female Relief Society of Nauvoo, Minutes, March 17, 1842 in Selected Collections.



Joseph Smith to the RS

• Said all difficulties which might and would cross 
our way must be surmounted, though the soul 
be tried, the heart faint, and hands hang down-
must not retrace our steps… All must act in 
concert or nothing can be done, that the society 
should move according to the ancient 
Priesthood, hence there should be a select 
society, separate from all the evils of the world, 
choice, virtuous and holy. Said he was going to 
make of this society a kingdom of priests as in 
Enoch's day-as in Paul's day-that it is the 
privilege of each member to live long and enjoy 
health.

Female Relief Society of Nauvoo, Minutes, March 30, 1842 in Selected Collections.



Joseph Smith to the RS, cont.

• This Society is to get instruction 
through the order which God has 
established — thro' the medium of 
those appointed to lead — and I now 
turn the key to you in the name of God 
and this Society shall rejoice and 
knowledge and intelligence shall flow 
down from this time — this is the 
beginning of better days to this Society. 

Female Relief Society of Nauvoo, Minutes, April 28, 1842 in Selected Collections.



President Uchtdorf on JS

• Joseph taught the Saints that knowledge 
was a necessary part of our mortal 
journey, for “a man is saved no faster 
than he [gains] knowledge,” and that 
“whatever principle of intelligence we 
attain . . . in this life, it will rise with us in 
the resurrection.” During challenging 
times, it is even more important to learn. 
The Prophet Joseph taught, “Knowledge 
does away with darkness, [anxiety], and 
doubt; for these cannot exist where 
knowledge is.”

President Dieter Uchtdorf, General Conference, October 2009.



President Uchtdorf

• Please encourage your families, your quorum members, 
everyone to learn and become better educated. If 
formal education is not available, do not allow that to 
prevent you from acquiring all the knowledge you can. 
Under such circumstances, the best books, in a sense, 
can become your “university”—a classroom that is 
always open and admits all who apply. Strive to increase 
your knowledge of all that is “virtuous, lovely, or of 
good report or praiseworthy.” Seek knowledge “by 
study and also by faith.” Seek with a humble spirit and 
contrite heart. As you apply the spiritual dimension of 
faith to your study—even of temporal things—you can 
amplify your intellectual capacity, for “if your eye be 
single to [God’s] glory, your whole [body] shall be filled 
with light, . . . and [comprehend] all things.” 

President Dieter Uchtdorf, General Conference, October 2009.



Marjorie Pay Hinckley

• I had hoped to go to the University of Utah. 
But the year was 1929, “the bottom of the 
Depression.” On the day I registered for 
classes, I returned home to find that the 
company my father had been working for as 
an accountant had gone bankrupt and closed. 
He was out of work. The next day I withdrew 
from the university, went downtown, and 
miraculously secured a job as a secretary. 
Since college was not an option, I decided, 
well, if this is my life, I’d better educate myself. 
And I worked hard at it. I read and I read and I 
read.

Virginia H. Pearce, Glimpses into the Life and Heart of Marjorie Pay Hinckley (SLC: Deseret Book, 1999), 96–97. 



Marjorie Pay Hinckley

• Education, formal education, is a wonderful thing. No matter 
the class you may choose to take, learn. Learn as if your life 
depended on it. Perhaps it will. When you open a new textbook, 
say to yourself, “I want to know what this book has to teach 
me.” Learn the thrill of digging for fossils on the mountainside, 
or working over a test tube until dark, or getting on the trail of 
something in the library and searching it down feverishly for 
hours. Be a real student, an intellectually curious student.

Marjorie Pay Hinckley, Small and Simple Things (SLC: Shadow Mountain, 2003), 73.



The Hinckleys

• Read. Read. Read. Read the word of 
God in sacred books of scripture. 
Read from the great literature of the 
ages. Read what is being said in our 
day and time and what will be said in 
the future.1

• [T]he beautiful thing—perhaps the 
thing I love most about the gospel—is 
that everything we learn we can use 
and take with us and use it again. No 
bit of knowledge goes wasted.2

1. Gordon B. Hinckley, “A Three-point Challenge,” BYU Commencement Address, April 27, 1995.

2. Marjorie Pay Hinckley, Small and Simple Things (SLC: Shadow Mountain, 2003), 73.



President Hinckley on Literacy

• In some areas of the world 75 percent are unable to read or 
write. Illiteracy’s effects are tragic. Those who are its victims 
are denied the opportunity to become acquainted with 
history and the great minds of the past. They cannot read the 
daily newspaper. They cannot understand the word of God 
set forth in the immortal scripture. For them there is little 
light of ages past, and only diminished knowledge of the vast 
and intriguing world of which they are a part. The darkness 
that surrounds them, the bleak shadow of illiteracy, 
condemns them to poverty, hunger, and ignorance. Theirs is 
only half a world, a world in which they are literally blinded 
from much of that which goes on about them. Now there is to 
be provided a means to open the doors of communication 
and let in the light of understanding. Women old and young, 
in various nations, will be taught by their sisters to read and 
write. Imagine, if you can, the potential of this inspired 
program. Who dare dream of its consequences?

Gordon B. Hinckley, “Ambitious to Do Good,” Ensign (March, 1992).



RS Legacy of Letters




